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sritish America). "The abolition of

1774 July. (A Summary View of the Rights of B3
domestic slavery is the gro: ject of desire i y i i
s fui “f ‘\1] avery is !ln. great object of de sire in those colonies where it was unhappily
roduced in their infant state. But previous to the infranchisement of the slaves we
have, it is necessary ‘lu exclude all further importations from Africa. Yet our repeated
dtt(‘n‘lp'hf to effect this by prohibitions, and by imposing duties which might amount to a
})rohlbmon. have been hitherto defeated by his majesty negative: thus preferring the
immediate advantages of a few British corsairs to the lasting interests of the American
states, and to the rights of human nature deeply wounded by this infamous practice. Nay
the single interposition of an interested individual against a law was scarcely ever
known to fail of success, tho' in the opposite scale were placed the interests of a whole
country. That this is so shameful an abuse of a power trusted with his majesty for other

purposes, as if not reformed would call for some legal restrictions."

1777 June 16. (Bill to Prevent the Importation of Slaves). "To prevent more effectually
the practice of holding persons in Slavery and importing them into this State Be it
enacted by the General Assembly that all persons who shall be hereafter imported into
this Commonwealth by Sea of by Land...shall from thenceforth become free and
absolutely exempted from all Slavery or Bondage... That it shall and may be lawful for
any person...to manumit (set free) and set at Liberty any Slave or Slaves to which they

are entitled..."

1785 June. (First publication of Notes on the State of Virginia). "Can the liberties of a

nation be thought secure when we have removed their only firm basis, a conviction in

the minds of the people that these liberties are of the gift of God? That they are not to be
violated but with his wrath? Indeed I tremble for my country when I reflect that God is
just: that his justice cannot sleep for ever: that considering numbers, nature and natural
means only, a revolution of the wheel of fortune, an exchange of situation, is among
possible events: that it may become probable by supernatural interference! Th.e
Almighty has no attribute which can take side with us in such a context.... I tk}lpk a
change already perceptible, since the origin of the present revolu.tlion. The Spirit of the
master is abating, that of the slave rising from the dust, his condrglon.molhfymg, the way
I hope preparing, under the auspices of heaven, for a total emancipation, and that this is
disposed, in the order of events, to be with the consent of the masters, rather than by

their extirpation.”
" ictur g he constitution of
1785 June 7. (to Chastellux). "The strictures on slave1y.and ont )
Virginia [in the Notes]...are the parts which I do not wish to have made public, at least

i icati i ible that in
1 heir publication would do most harm or goqd. It is possib
il es might produce an irritation which would indispose the

country these strictur uce i uld '
m}c; Ogowardsr};he two great objects I have in view, that is the emancipation of t}%exr‘ !
5§V£s and the settlement of their constitution on a firmer and more permanent basis.
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